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Ballet Theater Chief
Resigns Suddenly

Janet Rollé is leaving
the company after
17 months in charge.

By JAVIER C. HERNANDEZ
Janet Rollé, the chief executive
and executive director of Ameri-
can Ballet Theater, resigned a
week before the start of the com-
pany’s summer season after 17
months on the job, the company
announced Wednesday.

pandemic, did not offer an expla-
nation for her departure, saying

in December, said in a statement.

The announcement jarred the
dance world, coming just before
Ballet Theater begins its season at
the Metropolitan Opera House

ers are set to host a gala that night
to celebrate the start of the sea-
son, a high-profile event that
draws donors, cultural execu-
tives, celebrities and artists.
Rollé’s hiring was announced
with much fanfare: She had made
a name in the entertainment in-
dustry, having served as the gen-

only that she would turn her focus v
0 arvice o ey enumanagerct Parkwood En::;l
profit boards. o Rolié, who

“It has been a privilege to lead
such a storied company during

American Ballet Theater's chief,
Jamet Rollé, resigned a week before
thie SIATE Of itS ST 588500,

such a crucial period of time, and 1
am grateful for this experience”
Rollé, & former leeder of Beyon-
oé's business empire, said in a
statement. *1 would kike to extend
my sincerast best wishes to ABT.
s they embark on this new chap-
tar”

Susan Jaffe Ballet Theater’ ar-
tistic director, will serve as inter-
im executive director until a suc-
cessor o Rollé is found, the com-

said. "I am humbled

s confidence in me
cited to lead ABT during this
iransition,” Jaffe, a former Ballet
Theater ballerina who took office

is Black, was the first person of
color to lead the company.

Ballet Theater’s executives ex-
pressed gratitude to Rollé but of-
fered no details about the circum-
stances surrounding her resigna-
tion. Rolé will advise the search
for a successor, the company said.

“Janet joined A.B.T. at a critical
time, and we are appreciative of
her leadership and contributions,”
Andrew F. Barth, chairman of Bal-
let Theater’s board, said in & state-
ment. “We thank her for her con-
tinued counsel during this ransi-
tion period and wish her the very
best”™

Ballet Theater said thar Rollé,
Jaffe and Barth were not available
for interviews. Rollé did not im-

challenges, including helping Bal-
1t Theater recover from the pan-
demic, which resulted in the can-
cellation of two seasons and cost
mecnmpanymﬂlnnsufdnﬂm'sm

anticipated ticket revenue and
touring fees.

In a rare interview with Sports
lustrated last year, she said that
she hoped to find new andiences
for Ballet Theater.

“What I think about is how o
make that definition of being
America’s national ballet com-
pany real and true for all Ameri-
cans,” she said in the interview.

The company endured some ar-
tistic struggles under her tenure.
In December, the choreographer
Alexei said he was
leaving after 15 years as artist in
residence, & significant blow tothe
company. Soon after, New York
City Ballet ennounced he would
Janmmmpmyasmmresr

dence beginning in
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VICTOR LLORROVTE FOR THE MO TORE TIVES
Dance, opera, music and theater will be presentad ac PAC NYC, formerly the Pereiman Performing Arts Center, on the Workd Trade Center site.

Opening-Season Offerings on Three Stages

A Lower Manhattan cultural
center will introduce itself
with an eclectic lineup.

By ROBIN POGREBIN

As the marble-clad, cubelike Perelman Per-

ing Arts Center has taken shape at the
Waorld Trade Center site, questions have
swirled about what will actually happen in-
side.

Some answers came on Wednesday,
mmmmﬂmeﬂatnlmd

They Do in the Movies.” a5 well a5
ships, including with the Tribeca Emrnl
Bill Rauch, the center's artistic director,
said the roster was deliberately eclectic.
"We very much want to give many differ-
ent audiences different reasons o
come into our 7 he said in a tele-
phone interview, adding that PACNYC — as
meuuuerisbemgcnlled—ismvstedm
“Creating connections”
The year will fearure dance, opera, music
andthﬁuer.Sm}eh;ghhghrjuudude
w The world premiere of “Warch Night” a
new multidisciplinary piece by the dance
artist Bill T. Jones, the poet Marc Bamuthi
Joseph and the composer Tamar-kali, in No-
vember.
» The Mew York premiere of "An American
Soldser,” an opera by the composer Huang
Ruo and the pla hit Dm'xd
me\g.l'henpepm,ywjﬁl Henr)'
Ma;wdsmemmdnmnychuga

New Yorker who enlisted in the Army and
WS mb]enedluhxzn%‘:admﬁuumsm
Afghanistan, and who by suicide at 1s.

= A reimagining of the Andrew Lioyd Web-
ber musical "Cats™ set in New York City's
ballmom scene. The musical, planned for
next June and July, will be directed by
Zhailon Levingstonand Rauch; its

E Arturo Lyons mdm

Dannepa'fhmaucesw:llmclﬂea ==
bration of street dance from around the
wurld, including notable D] s There will be
a recital by the Easter Island pianist Ma-
hani Teave, an evening with the Broadway
Brian Stokes Mitchell and, in Oc-
tober, the 2023 Herbie Hancock Institute of
Jazz International Piano Coi i
Performances at the center are o bagin
5Q|l_ 16 with a twe—evem:g. pay- whmdym—
wish concart series called " Refuge: A
cert Saries to Welcome the World™
Ome night will feature New York artists
who come from elsewhere, including Raven
Chacon, Angéligue Eidjo and Michael
Mwenso. Another will rocns aon sﬂmaﬂy
oriented performers, inchudi
mmmmmmmwmm
Other concerts will highlight educators
Ef:lmm Arturo FFarrill and the Afro
in Jazz Orchestra), ily ensembles
(=uch as the Villalobos Brothers) and chikd-
hood traditions (with Alphabet Rockers).
The center is namesd for Ronald 0. Perel-
man, the billionaire who made a §75 million
pledge in 2016, But its largest donor wound
up being Michasi R. B . the billion-
aire former mayor, who gave 3150 million to
get it built. The center, which used to call it-

self “the Pereiman” for short, now calls it-
self PAC NYC.

“There will be something for everyone at
PAC NYC." Bloomberg, the center’s chair-
man, said in & statement.

The Tribeca Festival will do its own pro-
gramming, but Rauch described its pres-
ence as “a collaboration.”

“It's a natural allyship rurlls.mw:n our
location — it made great sense” he said.
"We're wary excited to have them in the

PAC NYC has also partnerad with Cre-

Bush Hager and Barbara Pierce Bush.

“"Part of what we want to do is not only
reflect the dynamic energy of all five bor-
oughs but to invite conversation in our
spaces,” Ranch said, “so having events that
are book readings and getting to hear from
the authors just faels like it's well aligned ™

Beginning on June 13, tickets, starting at
530, are aveilable through February. PAC
NYC memberships start at §10 for the inag-
gural season.

There are three stages at the PAC seating
£, 250 and 450 people. David Rockwell and
his Rockwell Group designed the interior of
the I and restanrent, which will be run
by the chef Marcus Samuelsson along with
the bar and outdoor terrace.

Plans)‘o(pnmmu in the building's
lobby space wi a.u.u;ﬁmedmﬂnulure
and will generally be programmed with less
bead time, Rauch said.

“All the performances on that stege will
be open and free” Raoch said “That com-
mitment to access is really crucial”
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